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authority

One Summer Street, Somerville, Massachusetts 02143
617 /623-5110

Board Meeting - Sept. 10, 1989 - 11am
Nancy Wechsler's house
57 Moore St.
Somerville, MA 02144 / Tel (617) 776-9252
Dear board member,
As usual you'll find the business items of the meeting at
the end of the grants agenda portion of this letter. The next
board meeting has been set for October 22nd but there's been a
change of venue: it will be in Boston, not in New York City.
This was decided at the last meeting since some New York members
couldn't make the Oct. 22nd date. We'll probably schedule the
following meeting in NYC about six weeks after Oct. 22. Please
send in the meeting dates options sheet at the end of this
letter.
If you have any comments and can't come to the meeting,
please send in your feedback as well as your proxy.

AGENDA

**

Any last minute items of information by staff which are
important to meeting.

GRANT REQUESTS
Community Organizing & Anti-Racist Work
1) Centro Hispano de Chelsea (MA) -$600 requested for
advertising and other expenses for filling a position of
Executive Director. We gave them an emergency grant of $150 on
8/2/89. The maximum we could grant at this meeting is $450.
2) Just Harvest Education Fund (Homestead, PA) - Requesting $600
for conducting research for organizing purposes on their County's
budget of Federal Block grant funding for local food pantries and
soup kitchens.
3) Plain Press (Cleveland, 0OHME) - They're asking for $600 for
production costs of one issue of this newspaper on the upcoming
elections in Cleveland.
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4) North Carolinians Against Racist & Religious Violence
(Durham, NC) - $600 request for expenses of their project on
anti- Asian violence in NC .

....
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5) Freedom Fund (Seattle, WA) - They're asking for $600 for
tools, materials and printing costs for their Homestead Co-op
Trust for low income and homeless people.
Latin and Central America and the caribbean
6) Casa Ricardo Chacon (Ft. Worth, TX) - $1,000 request for
production of three issues of their newsletter.
7) El Puelche: Informativo Chileno (New York, NY) - $600 for
publishing two issues of this newsletter as well as flyers and
postcards on human rights in Chile.
8) Haiti Yes/Ayiti Wi: Committee for Haitian Awareness
(Cambridge, MA) - They're asking for $500 for salary of a staff
person to coordinate follow-up activities of events in October on
Haiti.
9) Center for Information, Documentation & Research on Haiti
(Boston, MA) - $1,200 requested for newspaper & magazine subs.
10) Haiti Films (Brooklyn, NY) - Request of $600 for costs for
showings for the Haitian community of a video on the Ile de la
Tortue. Video is in Creole and will be reviewed by a Creole
speaking person. English translation in packet.
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11) Cambridge-El Salvador Sister City Project (Cambridge, MA) $600 requested for half the salary of a producer for a cable
telethon in March, 1990 for material aid.
12) Colombia Human Rights Committee (Washington, DC) - $600 asked
to cover organizing expenses (telephone, FAX, postage) for
October Conference on Human Rights in Colombia.
13) D.C. CISPES (Washington) - Request of $600 toward expenses of
organizing for an October walkathon, Steps to Freedom '89, to
raise funds for the National Unity of Salvadoran Workers.
14) Nuevo Institute de Centro America (Cambridge, MA) - $600
asked to cover costs of a brochure for promotion of their 1990
sessions at the school in Nicaragua.
Gay and Lesbian
15) Simon Nkoli Coordinating Committee (Cambridge, MA) - Request
of $500 for general expenses of a tour of a gay South African
anti-apartheid activist in September.
16) Alliance to Protect Human Rights & Equality (Athens, OH) Requesting $600 for expenses of a campaign to pass a referendum
to include sexual orientation in the city human rights ordinance.
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17) Lesbian & Gay Prisoners' Project/Bromfield St. Education
Foundation (Boston, MA) - $600 asked for expenses of copying &
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distribution of resource packets. I'll be asking a board member
to review these since they come to about 2" thickl Too expensive
to xerox and send to each board member, sorry.
Peace and Anti-Militarism

18) Committee Opposed to Militarism & the Draft (San Diego, CA) Request of $500 for mailing costs for an alert about the pending
National Service legislation.
19) National War Tax Resistance Coordinating Committee (Seattle,
WA) - $600 asked for a typewriter.
Women

20) Hujeres Unidas en Accion (Dorchester, HA) - They're asking
for $600 toward expenses of a "Co•unity Unity Festival" in Sept.
21) Indigenous Women's Network (Lake Elmo, MN) - $600 requested
for production of a brochure. We've seen this group several
times in the past year. We didn't have enough info to decide on
their various requests. I wrote them asking info; they haven't
responded until now. They finally sent finances and a copy of
the brochure, unfortunately printed. on dark, red paper which
won't xerox so you'll see it at the meeting.
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22) Minnesota Worldwide Women (Minneapolis) - Request of $591
for costs of mailing to their list of 2000 to solicit sponsorship of a tour of members of the Icelandic Women's party in March
of 1990.
23) Fathers'Day Naming Project (Jamaica Plain, HA) - $500 asked
for reimbursement of expenses incurred at June, 1989 Rally and
for future organizing expenses.
24) National Lawyers' Guild - Hass. Chapter (Boston) - Asking
for $500 for flyers, advertising & postage for organizing a forum
on abortion rights on October 20th.
Miscellaneous
25) Asian & Pacific American Project/Minority Rights Group
(Harnden, CT - $600 asked for production of "A Look Beyond the
Hodel Minority Image: Critical Issues _in Asian America."
26) Committee for a New Korea Policy (Albany, NY) - Request of
$480 for purchase of a TV monitor and a VCR.
27) N.Y. Marxist School (NYC) - Requesting $600 for expenses of
production of three issues of their Associates newsletter.------
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BUSINESS/POLICY ITEMS

* Windfall gift - Discussion on how to invest funds. Nancy W.
will report on suggestions from Bob Zevin and our broker.
* Rose endowment - More discussion on Resist and endowments.
Do we want to come up with a policy, etc.7
* Resist mailing list - Discussion and decision on changing our
current policy regarding our current donor list. Presently: in
1983 we decided to be cautious in giving out this list. Staff
must consult with at least two board members first. Nancy W. has
suggestions on changing this policy so that we'll be able to sell
or trade this list.
* Resist brochure - Proposed changes in brochure.
* Office - Finances and other miscellaneous items. Also a
personal note: I'll be going to Mexico for 3 weeks (Sept. 23
thru' Oct. 16). Yana will fill in part-time for me on grants
work. If there's anything a board member needs done before then,
please get your needs in to me soon.

* Next board meeting - We have a date, October 22nd, but we'll
need a place for the meeting. We should also set a date for
December meeting in New York City .
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When I receive any additional info before the meeting on any
of the above, I'll send you copies.
For peace and justice,

hi;

Resist staff

CLIP AND SEND TO RESIST OFFICE
I won't be able to attend the Oct. 22nd meeting in Boston.
preference for a date for a December meeting is:
Dec. 3

Dec. 10

Dec. 17
Signature

•

My
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RESIST
Board Minutes
September 10, 1989
Present: Nancy Moniz, Kate Cloud (chair), Wayne O'Neil, Louis
Kampf, Ken Hale, Nancy Wechsler, Fran White, Grace Paley, Tatiana
Schreiber, Pam Chamberlain (minutes).
BUSINESS/POLICY ITEMS

1. Louis raised the issue of our emergency grant to Radical
America for translators for their China issue. This is against
our magazine policy, which is to donate only if it's for
organizing. Why did we do this? Is it because RA is our
neighbor? Nancy Moniz polled many people and the majority vote
was to go with the grant.
It was argued that RA is an organizing
tool and that lately its issues have grown more and more in this
direction. People did think we give RA and D&S more slack because
they are our neighbors.
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2. Sick Leave Policy Request: Nancy W. described her recent
injuries as a result of a car accident and is requesting 2
additional weeks of sick leave to give her some extra days and
convert one week of her vacation to sick time. People agreed to
do this •
3. Windfall gift - Discussion on how to invest funds.
This was
postponed till next meeting since Bob Zevin never got the packet
Nancy W. sent him.
4. Rose endowment - Sam Rose wants to give Resist between $10005000 from his private Petal Foundation. He wants it to go into a
Resist Endowment fund (not the Cohen endowment fund, or our loan
fund, or our prospecting mailing fund). Nancy W. reminded us that
Paul L. supported this idea at last board meeting as a logical
step. What is our policy on endowments? Louis: We shouldn't
advertise we do this; we're small, etc. But if it's not a
bookkeeping nightmare, it's ok. Wayne agrees. NM: We need a
policy for when to spend interest on endowments. End of year?
October or when we get a big bunch of proposals? Proposal: To set
up another account ie: "Resist Endowment Fund." In order for us
to keep special track and name a grant after someone, the
donation has to be at least $10,000. Otherwise we will just
distribute interest from this fund as an unnamed grant. Passed.
Decision on when to distribute--Cohen money will happen by end of
1989. Other endowment money, when the interest accumulates
enough to give out a grant.

•

5. Resist mailing list - We presently trade/sell our "deadbeat"
list through Names in the News mailhouse. As you can expect,
this list isn't doing that well for many groups, and they have

~
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stopped wanting to either buy it or trade with us. This hurts us
as it means we are forced into buying more lists when we want to
do prospecting mailings ..• and of course that increases the cost
of the mailings. Proposal by Nancy W: To have both our "active"
and "inactive" lists at our mailing house and have NW judge (with
input from other staff) when best times and groups to trade
and/or sell instead of coming to the board every time. Passed.
We would really only let other groups use our active list when
they were groups whose list we also wanted to use. A group could
still come to the Resist board and ask for a one time use of our
list in lieu of a grant.
6. Resist brochure - Proposal by Nancy w. to change the size of
the brochure to fit in a larger 6 x 9 standard size envelope so
that we can increase print size, and include a cover letter if
and when we want to. She feels this will make the brochure more
effective. PASSED. We are about to do a 50,000 piece drop with
our 1989 little brochure to the following lists: South End Press
(trade); Guardian (buy); Cultural Survival (trade); Witness for
Peace (trade); Disarmament Education Fund (trade); Anacapa
Liberal women donors (trade); Women's Review of Books (buy);
Honduras Information Center (gift). This mailing uses up all the
names we are owed by other lists. It is going out mid-October.
We did the Guardian about 1 1/2 -2 years ago and it did quite
well •
7. Office - Finances:

Cambridge Trust Co:
Working Assets:
Loan Fund:
Total:

$13,482.94
$121,562.37
$ 3,709.87
$138,755.18

Cohen Endowment:

$10,703.07

Total:

$149,458.25

(We also received a check for $3,958.36 on 9/8 from sale of
stock.)
Nancy Moniz will be going to Mexico for 3 weeks (Sept. 23
through Oct. 16). Tatiana will fill in part-time to work on
grants work.
staff should pick up typewriter from Louis, have it cleaned,
and send it off to the Prisoner we agreed to give it to at
earlier board meeting. Nancy W. will get typewriter. Nancy M. is
checking on exact address of where we can send it.
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8. Next board meeting - October 22nd, at either Ken Hale's or
Nancy Wechsler•s. Ken is checking on availability of his house
first.
December meeting date: Tentatively December 3rd at Bell's
house in New York City.
(Other possible date is December 17th.)

~
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GRANT REQUESTS
We gave out a total of $9255 to 18 groups.
offer one group a loan of $600.

We also agreed to

1) Centro Hispano de Chelsea (MA) -$600 requested for
advertising and other expenses for filling a position of
Executive Director. We gave them an emergency grant of $150 on
8/2/89. The maximum we could grant at this meeting is $450.
Reference: Good recommendation for Wagner Rios. This is start up
money for a new organization. GRANT: $450.
2) Just Harvest Education Fund (Homestead, PA) - Requested $600
for conducting research for organizing purposes on their County's
budget of Federal Block grant funding for local food pantries and
soup kitchens. NO GRANT. Concerns about lack of policy on repro
rights and possibility of getting funding elsewhere. What to say?
Positive stuff but what about assault on repro rights now, and
importance of supporting that. Also send list of US funders for
this sort of thing.

•

_7} Plain Press (Cleveland, OH) - They asked for $600 for
t / P~oduction costs of one issue of this newspaper on the upcoming
elections in Cleveland. Reference: good reference from Cleveland
resident who is Resist donor. Low-key, left paper. No good
answers on question #10. But they do cover some of the issues we
are concerned about. In letter, ask about AIDS and abortion
coverage. GRANT: $600.
~)

North Carolinians Against Racist

&

Religious Violence

v (Durham, NC) - $600 requested for expenses of their project on
anti- Asian violence in NC. We have funded them before. They've
done well in raising money other places. Good to design program
as preventive effort to deploy(?) anti-Asian violence. We could
write to suggest thinking about campus organizing around antiAsian sentiment, there, too. GRANT: $600.
(Let them know that
they can't use any of the money for travel.)
✓ 5)

Freedom Fund (Seattle, WA) - They asked for $600 for tools,
materials and printing costs for their Homestead Co-op Trust for
low income and homeless people. Mixed recommendations, and to
some unclear what actual project will be and whether this would,
in fact, be successful. Write and ask are others supporting, not
just networking with them. Most want to see something like this
work, and learn from projects like Bob Nichols' in NYC's lower
east side. (It did become a sort of model for other groups, esp.
to recognize important of real support for this project.)
GRANT: $600.
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6)
Casa Ricardo Chacon (Ft. Worth, TX) - $1,000 requested for
production of three issues of their newsletter. NO GRANT. Able
to get liberal and church funding and we will suggest alternative
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funding sources.
7)
El Puelche: Informative Chileno (New York, NY) - $600
requested for publishing two issues of newsletter as well as
flyers and postcards on human rights in Chile. POSTPONED. George
says they are connected to MIR groups, and wonders if this is
Resist priority. He would not vote no for this. Unclear if George
is now a supporter of MIR or not. Grace will call Ariel Dorfman
and Tatiana will also make some follow up calls.
8) Haiti Yes/Ayiti Wi: Committee for Haitian Awareness
(Cambridge, MA) - They asked for $500 for salary of a staff
person to coordinate follow-up activities of events in October on
Haiti. NO GRANT. Unclear if this will be an ongoing group. Not
currently a priority to fund an event that is unclear about
future political agenda. Good luck and come back later with
another project for ongoing work.
9)
Center for Information, Documentation & Research on Haiti
(Boston, MA) - $1,200 requested for newspaper & magazine subs.
POSTPONED. Louis seemed to think this might be a front group.
Roland didn't find out info we needed. Also, what is their
political perspective?

•

10) Haiti Films (Brooklyn, NY) - Requested $600 for costs for
showings for the Haitian community of a video on the Ile de la
Tortue. Video is in Creole and was reviewed by a Creole speaking
person. English translation was in packet. Haiti Films says it
will only be used in forums. Good reference on organization;
review of film: excellent as preview only, not a finished working
tool since no follow up suggestions and it is very short. GRANT:
$600.
11) Cambridge-El Salvador Sister City Project (Cambridge, MA) $600 requested for half the salary of a producer for a cable
telethon in March, 1990 for material aid. NO GRANT. BUT offer a
LOAN of $600 for this project. Excellent group, but may have
ways to raise own money, or at least should be able to stand on
its own by now.
12) Colombia Human Rights Committee (Washington, DC) - $600 asked
to cover organizing expenses (telephone, FAX, postage) for
October Conference on Human Rights in ·colombia. GRANT: $600 to
support this DC group's contribution to October conference.

•

13) D.C. CISPES (Washington) - Requested $600 toward expenses of
organizing for an October walkathon, Steps to Freedom '89, to
raise funds for the National Unity of Salvadoran Workers.
Reference: All white and only work on El Salvador, have trouble
working in coalition reference says. Disassociates itself with
National CISPES which still may be in chaos, we don't know. We
decided to give them a grant anyway: GRANT: $525.

•
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14)
Nuevo Institute de Centro America (Cambridge, MA) - $600
asked to cover costs of a brochure for promotion of their 1990
sessions at the school in Nicaragua. Good group, big budget, but
✓ hard to raise money for Nicaragua groups right now. GRANT: $600.
15) Simon Nkoli Coordinating Committee (Cambridge, MA) Requested $500 for general expenses of a tour of a gay South
African anti-apartheid activist in September. Good references. At
least one other South African coming, too. We acknowledged our
contradictions about not supporting one shot deals, but we had
several vocal supporters who bulldozed their views through [jokes
Pam the minute taker]. GRANT: $500.

•

16) Alliance to Protect Human Rights & Equality (Athens, OH) Requested $600 for expenses of a campaign to pass a referendum to
include sexual orientation in the city human rights ordinance.
TOKEN GRANT ($100) with comments. No indication of ongoing
efforts, once the ordinance passes. But this is isolated,
conservative area. We hope this wins, but given our limited
funding, and our reservations about lack of recognition of
connections between homophobia and other issues .... Also brochure
should include statistics or examples about discrimination, not
just a pat one word answer to the question, "Is there
discrimination?"

17) Lesbian & Gay Prisoners' Project/Bromfield St. Education
Foundation (Boston, MA) -(GCN's Prisoner Project) $600 asked for
expenses of copying & distribution of resource packets. Tatiana
read the whole packet. We agreed to give them a GRANT: $600. and
Tatiana will write a letter for Resist with our comments, which
will include: suggestion that citations/dates be added to
historical material, maybe with intros; problem of "Red Prison
Movement" no longer existing. Nancy Moniz will send out grant
money and mention that a letter with more comments is on the way.
Also, Wechsler pointed out that Gay Community News will probably
come to us in a few months for a grant request for the newspaper,
and that she wouldn't want a grant to the prison project to
exclude that possibility. The Bromfield Street Educational
Foundation does two things: it puts out Gay Community News, and
it runs the Prisoner Project. We should be able to fund both, as
we fund Boston Mabe as well as task forces of Mabe.
18) Committee Opposed to Militarism & the Draft (San Diego, CA) Requested $500 for mailing costs for an alert about the pending
National Service legislation. Good group, especially for their
work in High Schools. GRANT: $500.

•

9)
National War Tax Resistance Coordinating Committee (Seattle,
WA) - $600 asked for a typewriter. GRANT: $600. We are their
fiscal sponsors for donor directed grants. Their fiscal sponsor
for this particular project is the Progressive Fund.
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20) Mujeres Unidas en Accion (Dorchester, MA) - They asked for
$600 toward expenses of a "Community Unity Festival" in Sept.
Big budget, but political, so hard for them to get more standard
funding sources. We don't have program for day. Questions raised
about how they will meet their goals for this day. GRANT: SOME
($200).

~

21)
Indigenous Women's Network (Lake Elmo, MN) - $600 requested
for production of a brochure. We've seen this group several
times in the past year. We didn't have enough info to decide on
~their various requests. They finally sent finances and a copy of
the brochure. After many postponements, we agreed to a GRANT:
$600.
22) Minnesota Worldwide Women (Minneapolis) - Requested $591 for
costs of mailing to their list of 2000 to solicit sponsor- ship
of a tour of members of the Icelandic Women's party in March of
1990. Very positive references. NO GRANT. Tell them we
appreciate the work they do, but we had questions about relevance
of this project (to Resist's priorities). Suggest they come back
with another proposal on one of our priority areas (which we
should 1 ist) .

•

23)
Fathers' Day Naming Project (Jamaica Plain, MA) - $500 asked
for reimbursement of expenses incurred at June, 1989 Rally and
for future organizing expenses. NO GRANT. Unfortunately this
group did not identify itself for ongoing work. This is more
"inreach." Lots of discussion about many issues; unfinished
discussion about supporting groups that focus solely on gender
based analysis. This event has already happened, there is no
ongoing work, questions about leadership of this group.
24)
National Lawyers' Guild - Mass. Chapter (Boston) - Asked for
$500 for flyers, advertising & postage for organizing a forum on
abortion rights on October 20th. Marlene Fried (R2N2) says this
is good group, but bad timing as there are also other events
happening right around that time. GRANT: $500. In letter suggest
they coordinate scheduling with other progressive reproductive
rights groups in the area.
25) Asian & Pacific American Project/Minority Rights Group
(Hamden, CT) - $600 asked for production of "A Look Beyond the
Model Minority Image: Critical Issues in Asian America." This
publication could be funded by mainstream university press.
Excellent group. NO GRANT.

•

26)
Committee for a New Korea Policy (Albany, NY) - Requested
$480 for purchase of a TV monitor and a VCR. Discussion
surrounding value of film since request for funding is for VCR,
but real issue emerged as the use of the film is organizing and
what was its major goal, educating on broad issue or merely
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supporting N. Korea? Pam C. encouraged funding this project.
Said good discussions happen with this film. GRANT: $480.

27)
N.Y. Marxist School (NYC) - Requested $600 for expenses of
production of three issues of their Associates newsletter. We
didn't fund them before because we thought their budget was too
/ b"ig, but not they're in financial trouble. Grace urged us to
_/ fund them, said they are really only thing like it left in NYC,
V important group. GRANT: $600.
That's it.

See you at the next board meeting, October 22nd.

Nancy Wechsler

•
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